
 

Hi all!  We hope everyone had a great 
holiday.  

There is so much going on that I don’t 
know if I have enough room to cover it all! 
Tammy and I would like to start off by 
saying thanks to Lori for the wonderful job 
she has done with our website.  

We are planning to use the website even 
more from now on. To help reduce costs, 
The Friendship Flyer will now be posted on 
the website where you can read and print it 
(see the article below). When a newsletter 
is posted, we’ll send out an email 
announcing its availability. So, be sure to 
keep us informed of email address 
changes. 

Not only are we using the website to save 
money, we are using it to earn money as 
well. On the website (as well as in the 
newsletter) you will see a number of 

From The Chapter Directors 

Remember to check the 
Keystone Wings’ website 
for the latest updates, 
weather reports, 
and ride notices! Just 
visit: 
www.keystonewings.org   
Have news, views, or 
announcements for the group? Send 
the story or information to 
lorinorris@verizon.net  

Inside this issue: 

advertisements for local businesses. These 
folks have purchased these ad spaces and 
we encourage you to patronize them 
whenever possible.  

The Keystone Wings begins celebrating 
the chapter’s 20th anniversary this year! 
Watch for articles in this, and upcoming 
newsletters, from past and present 
members as they share memories from the 
early days of the Keystone Wings. 

We are planning a great celebration party 
to mark the anniversary. So mark August 
2nd on your calendar and plan to be at the 
Moose Club in Oil City!  

We expect this to be a 
fantastic year! 

Be safe and God bless all. 
 

Scott & Tammy Dunkle 
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This Is Your Last Newsletter! 
That’s right! Our newsletter, The Friendship Flyer,  
is going digital. Now you can read – and print – 
your own newsletter on the chapter’s website: 
www.keystonewings.org (click on the newsletter 
tab).  

We will continue to produce this bi-monthly 
publication, but a hard copy will be mailed only to 
dues-paying Keystone Wings members who do 
not have access to the internet. Others may 

receive a printed copy of the newsletter by paying 
a “subscription” fee of $12 to help cover printing 
and postage costs for one year.  

To purchase a paper subscription to the 
newsletter, send a check for $12 (made out to 
“The Keystone Wings”) to the newsletter editor at:  

Lori M. Norris 
1238 East Liberty Street 

Clarion, PA  16214 
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Gold Wing Touring Association 
Pennsylvania Chapter B 

Keystone Wings 

February—March, 2008 



Christmas Party …                    
December 1, 2007 

The carriage Inn was filled to 
capacity by Keystone Wings members and 
guests. There were over 50 attendees this 
year — our largest Christmas party turnout 
ever!  

Auctioneer John Mlakar did an excellent 
job with the annual “White Elephant 
Auction”. Laughter punctuated the 
bidding...especially when Scott Dunkle won 
a $15 gift—only to have Tammy tell him 
that it was the package that they donated 
to the event!  

When the bidding ended, we had raised 
$365 to donate to the GWTA Helping 
Hands Program. Helping Hands is there for 
GWTA members who suffer a big loss. In 
fact, one of our members, Janet Kline, was 
victim of a house fire this past fall. At the 
Christmas dinner, she was presented with 
a check from Helping Hands to assist her in 
getting her home and life back together. 

Several bags of toys were collected at the 
dinner and donated to the Salvation Army’s 
“Toys for Tots” program. (A thank you note 
has been received telling us that all the 
toys found good homes!) 
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Keystone Wings’ Travelogue 

G OL D WI NG  T OURI NG ASS OCIA TI ON  — PE NNSY LV A NI A CHA PT ER B 

Tammy Dunkle chanced off a gingerbread 
house that was made and donated by Don 
Day, a volunteer at the hospital where she 
works. The $77 raised from the raffle went 
towards the KWings’ Anniversary 
celebration scheduled for August 2nd. 

The Chapter’s “Family of the Year” award 
(which is selected by the membership) was 
presented to Denny and Shirley Schwab. 
They were so flabbergasted, that it wasn’t 
until the ride planning meeting a month 
later, that Shirley managed to deliver a 
thank you speech! 

Everyone had a great time at the Christmas 
party. There was lots of camaraderie, and 
plenty of good food, as we celebrated the 
holiday season with our “other” family. 

New Year’s Day Ride …               
January 1, 2008 

Although Chapter Director, Scott Dunkle, 
planned, hoped, and sent out the emails, 
Mother Nature just wasn’t in a cooperative 
mood. Maybe next New Year’s Day? 

Ride Planning Meeting …                           
January 5, 2008 

Twenty-five members—
including some of our “new” folks—met at 

the Word of Grace Church and worked out 
an event schedule for the 2008 riding 
season (you’ll find your copy on page 3). 
After some spirited discussion about where 
to go next summer, we filled our bellies 
with Hobo Stew and other homemade 
goodies.  

The stew was delicious! However, there is 
some question about what kind of meat 
John Mlakar used in the stew (Does 
anyone know where the other cat is?). 

Jim Wice, who had recently celebrated his 
birthday, happily solicited “birthday” hugs 
and kisses from the ladies. If you missed 
the meeting, you missed a lot of laughter 
and fellowship. 

Breakfast Get-Together…             
January 19, 2008 

The weather was cold but the 
coffee was hot at Montana’s Country Café 
in Fryburg. Twenty-seven Wings and 
guests braved the weather to have 
breakfast together.  

The room was absolutely packed and I’m 
sure that other patrons were happy to see 
the boisterous group file out the door! 

Dear Fellow Members Of The GWTA: 

This past year, we have had the pleasure of 
expanding Chapter B’s memberships to 44 
and the total member count to 74! This is a 
record for an individual chapter in Region F, 
and it makes the Keystone Wings the largest 
GWTA chapter currently in the region.  

This growth is mainly due to “word-of-mouth” 
recruiting. We meet and greet other 
motorcyclists on our rides, talk with friends, 
and promote our chapter through newsletters. 
By the way, the newsletters (and much more) 
are now available online at 
www.keystonewings.org. The webmaster, 
Lori Norris, has done a great job getting the 

latest information out on the web. 

As a Pennsylvania member of the GWTA, 
you are receiving the latest newsletter from 
the Keystone Wings (Pennsylvania Chapter 
B). Unfortunately, this is currently the only 
GWTA chapter in Pennsylvania, and we 
would like to change that!  

If you are interested in starting (or helping to 
start) a chapter in your area, please contact 
us. Starting a chapter is very easy to do and 
very rewarding. Riding as a group is a great 
way of making friends and having fun. We 
are also looking for someone interested in 
becoming an Assistant State Director to help 
us build, and communicate with, chapters in 

the central, eastern, and northeastern 
Pennsylvania areas.  

To see what you are missing, visit Chapter 
B’s website and while you’re at it, check out 
Region F’s  brand new website at: 
www.gwtaregionf.org. If you have any 
questions or are interested in helping to build 
the GWTA in your area, please contact us by 
phone at 814-797-5835 or by email at 

budkar@alltel.net  

 

Bud & Karen Price 

From The State Directors  



2008 Keystone Wings Event Schedule 
All Events are tentative and subject to change. 

Keep up-to-date with the latest info at: www.keystonewings.org 

January 5, 2008 (Saturday) 
2:00 p.m.—Ride Planning Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
January 19, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
Montana’s Restaurant, Fryburg 
January 27, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
February 2, 2008 (Saturday) 
6:00 p.m.—Dinner Get-Together 
Oskie’s, Franklin 
February 16, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
Log Cabin Restaurant, Seneca 
March 1, 2008 (Saturday) 
6:00 p.m.—Dinner Get-Together 
King’s Family Restaurant, Franklin 
March 15, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
Sky Jet Restaurant, Tionesta 
March 15, 2008 (Saturday) 
MHIM Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
3:30—6:30 p.m. 
Fox Street Church of God, Franklin 
March 30, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
April 3, 2008 (Thursday) 
4:30 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
April 5, 2008 (Saturday) 
Time: 11—4:00 p.m. 
First Aid/CPR Class 
Old Quaker State Research Building in 
Seneca 
6:00—Dinner Get-Together 
Hunter’s Station, Tionesta 
April 17, 2008 (Thursday) 
4:30 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
April 19, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
Shelley’s Family Restaurant, Shippenville 
May 1, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
May 4, 2008 (Sunday) 
1:00 p.m.—Meet at Oil City 
McDonald’s, Ride to Bike Blessing 
then Dinner at Forest Hills Restaurant 
 

May 15, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
May 17, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—All Day Breakfast Ride 
Curwensville Lake, Curwensville 
May 25, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
June 1, 2008 (Sunday) 
1:00 p.m.—Dinner Ride 
Plyler’s Restaurant, Brookville 
June 5, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
June 19, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
June 21, 2008 (Saturday) 
8:30 a.m.—All Day/Breakfast Ride 
Cracker Barrel/Erie Peninsula 
June 21—28, 2008 (Saturday—Saturday) 
8:30 a.m.—New England States Tour 
Breakfast at Cracker Barrel, Erie  
July 3, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
July 5, 2008 (Saturday) 
7:00 a.m.—All Day/Breakfast Ride 
Hyner Mountain, Sproul State Forest 
July 17, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
July 20, 2008 (Sunday) 
1:00 p.m.—Dinner Ride 
Country Buffet, Hermitage 
July 27, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
August 2, 2008 (Saturday) 
20th Anniversary Dinner/Party 
Moose Club, Oil City 
August 3, 2008 (Sunday) 
1:00 p.m.—Dinner Ride 
Seneca Fireside, Seneca 
August 7, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
August 10, 2008 (Sunday) 
Time: TBA Meeting Place: TBA 
Ride For Kids—Pittsburgh 
August 16, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—All Day/Breakfast Ride 
Horseshoe Curve, Altoona 
 

 
August 21, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
August 30, 2008 (Saturday) 
Labor Day Picnic 
Bud & Karen Price’s House, Knox 
September 4, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
September 7, 2008 (Sunday) 
1:00 p.m.—Dinner Ride 
Linesville Spillway, Linesville 
September 18, 2008 (Thursday) 
6:00 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
September 20, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—All Day/Breakfast Ride 
Jimmy Stewart Museum, Indiana 
September 28, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
October 2, 2008 (Thursday) 
4:30 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
October 3—5, 2008 (Friday—Sunday) 
9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.—Applefest  
Ice Cream Dipping Marathon, Franklin 
October 16, 2008 (Thursday) 
4:30 p.m.—Ice Cream Ride 
October 18, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast/ 
Leaf Peeping Ride 
Richard’s Restaurant, Youngsville 
November 1, 2008 (Saturday) 
6:00 p.m.—Dinner Get-Together 
Sky Jet Restaurant,, Tionesta 
November 15, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
Carriage Inn, Knox 
November 30, 2008 (Sunday) 
2:00 p.m.—Membership Meeting 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 
December 6, 2008 (Saturday) 
5:00 p.m.—Christmas Party! 
Hunter’s Station, Tionesta 
December 20, 2008 (Saturday) 
10:00 a.m.—Breakfast Get-Together 
TBA 
January 3, 2009 (Saturday) 
2:00 p.m.—Ride Planning Meeting & 
Hobo Stew Dinner 
Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 

*All RIDES (marked in blue) meet at the appointed time in the Ollie’s Outlet parking lot at the Cranberry Mall in 
Seneca unless otherwise noted. 
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there are bound to be unpleasant 
experiences. That brings us to Denny 
and Shirley’s least favorite ride...the 
one to Corning, New York. It was on 
that ride, that they had to scrape ice off 
their bike’s windshield! On another trip 

to Ohio, the Schwab’s blew 
out a tire and were forced 
to lay their bike down. 
Shirley was moderately 
injured and Denny walked 
away with only scratches. 
His riding skills were tested 
and proven with the 
incident that could have 
been much worse for a less 
experienced rider. 

Of all the members on the 
Keystone Wings’ roster, Denny’s is the 
face that is seen most often at 

scheduled (and 
unscheduled) rides and 
events. Not only are the 
Schwabs there for the 
“fun” events (like rides 
and parties) but they are 
great supporters of our 
“work” events too. You’ll 
see them at Applefest 
dipping ice cream to 
raise funds for the 
chapter. You may not 
realize that they are 
integral in planning group 

activities and events.  

Whether their efforts are public or in 
the background, the Keystone Wings 
chapter is fortunate to have the 
Schwabs among our ranks.  

G OL D WI NG  T OURI NG ASS OCIA TI ON  — PE NNSY LV A NI A CHA PT ER B 

Each year, the Keystone Wings 
members select a member or family of 
the year. This year, we chose Denny 
and Shirley Schwab as the chapter’s 
outstanding family.  

This couple has 
really earned the 
honor. They joined 
the GWTA (and the 
Keystone Wings) in 
August of 1991 and 
they’ve been active 
with the chapter for 
over 16 years! 
Shirley served as 
Treasurer of the 
chapter for six of 
those years; and 
Denny, although he shies away from 
assuming the title of “Ride Captain”, 
has led more group 
rides than anyone 
can count! 

Denny and Shirley 
met after high 
school and were 
married. They have 
three grown 
children: Tom, who 
lives in 
Pennsylvania; Bobbi 
from Florida; and 
Brian, who resides 
in Maryland. Shirley also reports that 
they have “1 and 2/3” great grandsons. 
That’s one - and one on the way! 

She is a retired teller from Northwest 
Savings Bank (Franklin office) and 
enjoys 
family 
activities, 
cooking, 
reading, 
crocheting, 
and Bingo. 
It’s also 
rumored 
that Shirley 
is quite the 
fisherman! 

He is still 
toiling as a 
machinist at 

The Joy in Franklin and enjoys 
spending time with the family. In his 
“off” hours, Denny likes to call Bingo at 
local rest homes and, of course, ride 
the motorcycle with friends. My… oh 

my... oh my… they are busy! 

The 
Schwabs started riding motorcycles in 
the late 1980’s and have owned five 
Hondas over the years. Since then, 
they’ve covered a lot of pavement...the 
longest trips being to Maine and 
Tennessee. 

Ask them, and they 
will tell you that 
their favorite ride 
was last year’s 
Keystone Wings 
“Mystery Ride” that 
had them out on 
the road with 
friends every day 
for a full week. 

When you put so 
many miles behind 
you on two wheels, 

In The Driver’s Seat   

“We both enjoy our time 
spent with our friends 
riding in the summer 
and our get-togethers in 
the winter months.  

We have met and made 
many good friends over 
the last 16 years.” 

~ Shirley Schwab 



Chapter Events: 

� Saturday, February 2 
� Dinner 
� 6:00 p.m. 
�Oskie’s, Franklin 

� Saturday, February 16 
� Breakfast 
� 10:00 a.m. 
� Log Cabin Restaurant, Seneca 

� Saturday, March 1 
� Dinner 
� 6:00 p.m. 
�King’s, Franklin 

� Saturday, March 15 
� Breakfast 
� 10:00 a.m. 
� SkyJet Restaurant, Tionesta 

� Saturday, March 15 
� Motorcyclists Helping Injured 

Motorcyclists Spaghetti Dinner 
Fundraiser 
� 3:30-6:30 p.m. 
�Fox Street Church of God, Franklin 

� Saturday, March 15 
� GWRRA’s Ride For Kids Benefit 

Sock Hop 
� 8:00 p.m. 
� Moose Club, Oil City 
� Small cover charge at the door 

� Sunday, March 30 
� Membership Meeting 
� 2:00 p.m.  
�Word of Grace Church, Tionesta 

Days To Celebrate: 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Merle Giesey...February 2 
Robert Woods...February 6 
John Mlakar...February 12 

Vic Rigby...February 12 
Dan Gregoire...February 16 

Tammy Matthews...February 23 
Carol Meier…??? 

 
FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

John & Jo-Ann Mlakar...February 9 
Chuck & Arvilla Karns...February 14 
Gary & Joyce Dittman...February 27 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
Larry Perry...March 4 
Jim Wilson...March 6 

Denny Schwab...March 14 
Shirley Schwab...March 14 

Anita Dwyer...March 16 
Bobbie Cochran...March 21 
Tod Heineman...March 21 

Florence Wilson...March 23 
Arvilla Karns...March 25 

Debbra Lehman...March 29 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
(None) 

G OL D WI NG  T OURI NG ASS OCIA TI ON Page 5 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 
 

27 28 29   

February 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

March 2008 

 

BREAKFAST 
AT LOG 
CABIN  

Ride For Kids 
Sock Hop 

 
DINNER AT 

KING’S 

BREAKFAST 
@ SkyJet 

MHIM Dinner 
Ride For Kids 

Sock Hop 

 

 

VALENTINE’S 
DAY 

GROUNDHOG DAY 
 

DINNER 
OSKIE’S 

FRANKLIN 

 

ASH  
WEDNESDAY 

 

 

LINCOLN’S 
BIRTHDAY 

 

 

PRESIDENTS’ 
DAY 

 

WASHING-
TON’S  

BIRTHDAY 

 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVINGS TIME 

BEGINS 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

 
ST.  

PATRICK’S 
DAY 

 
FIRST DAY OF 

SPRING 

 
GOOD  

FRIDAY 

 
EASTER 
SUNDAY 

 

MEMBERS’ 
MEETING 
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Keystone Wings: How, Why, When?  Submitted by: Bonnie Rodgers 

G OL D WI NG  T OURI NG ASS OCIA TI ON  — PE NNSY LV A NI A CHA PT ER B 

In the summer of 1989, Tom and I, 
along with our good friends Pete and 
Dotty Rodgers, took a trip to Missouri 
to an Aspencade rally...the first we had 
ever attended. The trip was a 
wonderful experience and we met a lot 
of nice people. However, the trip home 
proved to be the most memorable.  

We had made a stop for dinner at a 
restaurant somewhere in Illinois. After 
dinner, returning back to our bikes, we 
met some other motorcyclists in the 
parking lot. Talking with them, we 
learned that they were members of a 
newly formed organization, The 
GWTA, which they explained stood for 
the Gold Wing Touring Association.  

We were familiar with the Gold Wing 
Road Riders and, in fact, had attended 
a couple of their meetings and had met 
several of their members at the 
Aspencade rally in Missouri. However, 
we had never heard of GWTA so we 
were asking a lot of questions and our 
new acquaintances were eager to fill 
us in.  

We learned that the GWTA motto was 
“Destination Friendship”. This sounded 
good to us. GWTA members met for 
breakfast get-togethers, ice cream 
runs, etc. There were no Roberts’ 
Rules and no long meetings!! The 
GWTA was just a gathering of 
motorcycle enthusiasts who got 
together to go for rides. The more we 
heard, the better it sounded. We have 
found ourselves sitting through too 
many long meetings (accomplishing 
too little) in other organizations.  

The Illinois group invited us to a pig 
roast they were having the following 
weekend. Of course, we would not be 
able to attend and had to decline the 
invitation. Before parting though, we 
were given an application form and an 
informational pamphlet about their new 
organization. From there, as they say, 
the rest is history!! 

Immediately upon returning home, we 
started talking with other friends about 
the idea of starting a GWTA chapter in 
Pennsylvania. We contacted the 

Regional Director at that time, Bill 
Moriarty. Working with him, we set up 
our first breakfast get-together for 
August 27, 1989 at “Shirley’s 
Restaurant” in Seneca.  

Mr. Moriarty and his wife, Marian, were 
our special guests at this first meeting. 
The very first members of this new 
chapter were Arthur Rodgers, Tom & 
Garnett York, Gale & Theresa 
Longwell, Joseph & Dotty Rodgers, 
Tom & Bonnie Rodgers, August 
Mungai, Clair and Barbara Hovis, 
Harold Cline, Jr., Mitchel York, and Jim 
Hinds. With these folks, we met the 
minimum requirement of twelve people 
to be officially recognized as a chapter 
of the GWTA. We became 
Pennsylvania Chapter “B” of the Gold 
Wing Touring Association and at that 
first gathering chose the name 

“Keystone Wings”. We would have 
become Chapter “A”; however, we 
were told that another group had 
gotten their first meeting in just days 
before us. Later we learned that the 
other group never really got off the 
ground and we were offered the “A” 
distinction but the chapter declined it. 
We had already ordered rockers and 
had a logo made up for the group and 
did not want to change. We can be 
proud that we are, however, the first 
official GWTA chapter formed in 
Pennsylvania.  

That was the start of it all. Now, years 
later, as in those very early years, 
Keystone Wings is still very active and 
has grown in membership and 
community recognition. The group has 
been involved in charity events, bike 

shows, parades, breakfast rides, 
dinner rides, and overnight trips. We 
have cleaned the highway in the 
“Adopt A Highway” program, we have 
visited the nursing homes and taken 
some patients for short rides on our 
bikes, we have taken part in the 
community with the “Spirit of Giving” at 
the mall and much more.  

It was a special honor to have the 
founder and Executive director, Mr. 
Bud Morris and his wife, Carlene, 
make a stop here in Reno to visit with 
members of the Keystone Wings in 
June of 1991. Tom and I are very 
proud of this group and feel honored to 
be a part of its formation  

Tom and I will always cherish the 
friendships we’ve made over the years 
as members of the Keystone Wings. 
We have fond memories of the first 
Gold Wing rallies we attended with 
other members of Keystone Wings. 

It was at Gold Rush III in Lexington, 
Kentucky that we first saw the 
Northwest Wings Drill Team from the 
state of Washington. They were 
fantastic. It was unbelievable how the 
people of Lexington welcomed the 
motorcycles to their area.  

Gold rush V was in Omaha, Nebraska, 
where we actually tried some of the 
field events on our bikes. Needless to 
say, we didn’t do very well, and won no 
trophies in field events!! However, Tom 
York did bring home first place in the 
light show. 

Gold Rush VI, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, can be summarized in 
three words: hot—hot—hot!! Eighteen 
members from our group made the trip. 
It was on that ride that Tom started 
experiencing some health problems 
that pretty much ended our long trips 
on the bike.  

But we have wonderful memories of 
wonderful times with wonderful friends. 
Even though Tom's accident in July, 
2006 totaled our Honda, we still hope 
to be able to participate again in some 
way with this great group. 



WOW!  Did You Know? 
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Possibly the 
worst feeling in 
the world is 
when you are 
on a trip and 
hundreds of 
miles away from 
home  (or your 
local motorcycle 
dealer) and 
your battery is 
going dead. 
You’ll be 
thinking, “What 
happens now? 
What do I do?” 

First, take out 
the headlight 
fuse and turn off 
all the 
accessories. 
Second, look for 
a dealer and 
have them 
check the 
charging 
system.  

A qualified 
mechanic with 
the right 
equipment 
should be able 
to tell you what 
went wrong. He 
will probably tell 
you that your 
alternator went 
bad. Okay, 
that’s not so 
bad ... but it is 
expensive. After 
he removes the 
alternator, your 

mechanic can see if the brushes 
are worn out or if the armature 
shorted out.  

Keep this in the back of your 
mind… If your bike has 50,000 
miles on it (or is really close), it may 
just need the brushes replaced. If 
the armature is bad, you will need 
an alternator.  

When you need a new alternator, 
there is another thing 
to consider. You may 
be one of the one 
million Gold Wing 
riders that bought your 
bike with a lot of 
glowing lights—or 
you’ve added the “extras” over 
time. Plus, you probably have two 
sets of running lights and a set of 
air horns. If you’ve gotten this far 
with no problems, consider yourself 
lucky. I would recommend a higher 
output alternator.  

If your bike is “basic” and you have 
no plans to add extra accessories, 
you can purchase a stock 
alternator or maybe even 
rebuild the existing one—
depending on what went 
bad and/or what parts are 
available… like brushes, 
voltage regulators, etc. 

You should also ask the 
mechanic to do a “draw” or 
a “load” test, if you have a 
lot of accessories. Doing so 
will make sure that the 
accessories are not drawing 
too much on the charging 
system.  

If you get bad news from 
the tests and inspection, 
compare prices and 
equipment. Find out what 
you’re getting for your 
money. In my experience, 

most of my customers opt for (and 
are happy with) the 90 amp 
Compufire equipment because of 
the high–output alternator and the 
larger capacity (sealed) battery 
system.  

The other question you may be 
asking is how fast will the parts be 
in. It depends on the 
source/supplier. 

If you’re at home and 
have a computer, go 
online and search 
Compufire to compare 
it to the stock 
alternator. If you don’t 
have a Gold Wing, see 

if they may make one for your bike 

If you have questions about your 
bike, contact us at World of 
Wheels. Call 866-676-5721. 

Look for World of Wheels’ monthly 
specials and have a safe riding 
season!  

Tim Felmlee 

Tech Tip… 
Provided by our friends at  

World of Wheels  
in Seneca 

Britannica 
Concise 

Encyclopedia 
Definition of: 

Alternator  

Source of direct 

electric current in 

modern vehicles 

for ignition, 

lights, fans, and 

other uses. The 

electric power is 

generated by an 

alternator 

mechanically 

coupled to the 

engine, with a 

rotor field coil 

supplied with 

current through 

slip rings, and a 

stator with a 

three-phase 

winding. A 

rectifier converts 

the power from 

alternating to 

direct form. A 

regulator ensures 

that the output 

voltage is 

properly matched 

to the battery 

voltage as engine 

speed varies. An 

inductor 

alternator is a 

special kind of 

synchronous 

generator in 

which both the 

field and the 

output winding 

are on the stator. 
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Visit Us On The Web:  
www.keystonewings.org 

KEYSTONE WINGS 
C/O  
SCOTT & TAMMY DUNKLE 
P.O. BOX 424 
SENECA, PA 16346 

 Chapter Directors:Chapter Directors:Chapter Directors:Chapter Directors:    
Scott Dunkle 

814-678-2856 
Assistant Chapter Director:Assistant Chapter Director:Assistant Chapter Director:Assistant Chapter Director:    

Lori M. Norris 
814-226-6314 

Secretary:Secretary:Secretary:Secretary:    
Tammy Dunkle 
814-678-2856 

Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:    
Jess Vogan 

814-827-9536 
GWTA Regional Directors:GWTA Regional Directors:GWTA Regional Directors:GWTA Regional Directors:    

Jim & Kris Rogers 
989-770-3933 

Pennsylvania State Directors:Pennsylvania State Directors:Pennsylvania State Directors:Pennsylvania State Directors:    
Bud & Karen Price 

814-797-5835 

Advertise here (and on the web) with Advertise here (and on the web) with Advertise here (and on the web) with 
the Keystone Wings!the Keystone Wings!the Keystone Wings!   

Email: webmaster@keystonewings.org to Email: webmaster@keystonewings.org to Email: webmaster@keystonewings.org to 
find out how!find out how!find out how!   

Be sure to visit: Be sure to visit: Be sure to visit: 
www.keystonewings.orgwww.keystonewings.orgwww.keystonewings.org   


